
CITY OF VERGENNES, VERMONT 

REGULAR MEETING of the CITY COUNCIL 

June 8, 2021  

Meeting Held Remotely via Zoom 

 

• Alderman Dickie Austin  

• Alderman David Austin   

• Alderman Mel Hawley   

• Alderman Ian Huizenga   

• Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon  

• Alderwoman Susan Rakowski  

• City Manager Ron Redmond  

• City Clerk Britney Aube  

• City Treasurer Abbie Farrar  

• Cheryl Brinkman  

• Kathy Rossier  

• Christopher Reck  

• Peter Garon  

• Chris Spencer 

• Catherine Brooks  

• Police Chief George Merkel  

 

1. Call to Order, Amendments to Agenda (Time Stamp 0:30) 

Mayor Mathew Chabot was absent. Deputy Mayor (Senior Alderman) Dickie Austin called 

the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Amendment to the agenda (Time Stamp 0.40)  

Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin asked the Council if there were any amendments to the agenda. 

A motion was made by Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon, seconded by Alderman Ian Huiz-

enga, to add the review of the Bixby Library Gala Liquor License Permit to the agenda. 

VOTE- all members voted in favor. The topic was added as item “g” on the agenda.  

 

Alderman Mel Hawley noted that the MacIntosh Memorial Park MOU still needs to be revis-

ited. He also requested an update on the status of the Poultry Ordinance and explained that 

agenda item “4.f “pertaining to the grant closeout should have been marked as a Council de-

cision item. An update regarding the Poultry Ordinance was added as item “4.h” to the 

agenda.  

 

2. Visitors (Time Stamp 3:15)  

Christopher Reck announced that the Vergennes Farmers Market would begin June 17, 2021. 

He invited everyone to attend.  

 

3. Approval of Minutes (05/25/2021) and Warrants (Time Stamp 4:02) * 

A motion was made by Alderman Ian Huizenga, seconded by Alderwoman Susan Rakowski, 

to approve the minutes of May 25, 2021, with revisions as noted in the packet. VOTE– all 

members voted in favor. 

 

A motion was made by Alderman Ian Huizenga, seconded by Alderwoman Susan Rakowski, 

to approve the warrants of June 6, 2021. Alderman Mel Hawley note that he could not see the 

warrants in the online packet. VOTE - all members voted in favor.  

4. Business.  

a. UPDATE: Resolution Requiring Face Coverings in Retail Stores and City Buildings 

(Time Stamp 6:30)  



 

A motion was made by Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon, seconded by Alderman Ian 

Huizenga to rescind the Resolution Requiring Face Coverings in Retail Stores and 

City Buildings. Alderwoman Susan Rakowski questioned whether the rescinding of 

the mandate would be effectively immediately. Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin con-

firmed that it would be effective as of the meeting. Several members of the Council 

noted high vaccination rates in the county. VOTE – All members voted in favor.  

 

b. Request to Approve Closing of South Maple Street between Main Street and the al-

leyway for Downtown Sidewalk Sale, Saturday, July 10 to Sunday, July 11, 2021* 

(Time Stamp 14:20).   

A motion was made by Alderman Ian Huizenga, seconded by Alderwoman Jill Murray-

Killon to close Main Street to the alleyway for the Downtown Sidewalk Sale to take 

place Saturday, July 10 to Sunday July 11, 2021. Alderman Mel Hawley wanted to clar-

ify what portion of the street will be closed. Julie Basol explained that the section from 

Main Street to the alleyway would be closed. The alley would still be open so that Jack-

man’s could get through with their trucks. Alderman Mel Hawley noted that the agenda 

should be amended since it states the road would be closed from School Street to the al-

leyway.  VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

c. Review of Agreement for Police Services, Town of Addison and VPD ** (Time 

Stamp 15:30).  

Manager Ron Redmond explained that this contact between Vergennes and Addison was 

executed back at the beginning of COVID. The contract is for police patrol services in the 

town of Addison at a rate of $27 an hour plus mileage. Manager Redmond noted that the 

cost of police services, once you factor in benefits, is more in the range of $47 an hour. 

He noted that the contract allows of a 30-day termination notice and recommended that 

the Council consider termination.  

A motion was made by Alderwoman Susan Rakowski, seconded by Alderwoman Jill 

Murray-Killon to end the Addison patrol contract, unless the Town of Addison wants to 

renegotiate the contract and pay $45 an hour for police patrol services.  Alderwoman Jill 

Murray-Killon confirmed that the City would also provide 30 days’ notice of termination 

to Addison as stipulated by the contract.  

Alderman Mel Hawley noted that there is a provision in the contract to amend the cost on 

January 1st, but that deadline had been missed. Alderman Mel Hawley stated that he was 

in favor of terminating the contract but does not like that there has not been any formal 

discussion with Addison about the termination. He stated that he believed the motion 

should only be about terminating the contract and not include anything about negotiating 

a new rate.   He also noted that the contract is month-to-month and, therefore, termination 

should be effective the last day of July.  Alderman Dickie Austin agreed that motion 

should be amended to remove the piece about the cost and noted that the Council should 

instruct Manager Redmond to reach out to Addison to begin discussions regarding the 

termination.  



Alderwoman Susan Rakowski amended her motion to request that the city terminate the 

contact with Town of Addison as of the last day of July 2021. The amended motion was 

seconded by Ian Huizenga. VOTE – all members voted in favor.  

d. FY 22 Budget Update (Time Stamp 36:50) 

Manager Ron Redmond noted that more time would be dedicated to reviewing the police 

budget and the administration budget would also be reviewed under tonight’s agenda.  

 

      e.   Budget Presentations: ***  

 i. Police Department, continued (Time Stamp 40:00) 

Manager Ron Redmond reviewed the proposed FY2022 police budget noting that the 

Governor’s Highway Safety Program position had been removed from the budget since it 

is funded from a grant. Manager Redmond also noted that the loan payment for the new 

police building has been worked into this FY2022 budget. With revenues and expenses 

factored in, the total net police cost for FY2022 is $833,000.  

 

Alderwoman Susan Rakowski asked when the police canine would be retiring and asked 

if the extra overtime hours in FY2021 was due to having an officer on active military 

leave. Chief George Merkel stated that Caine the police dog would retire when the canine 

vehicle is no longer in use, most likely by the end of 2021. Chief noted that the additional 

holiday premium pay was due to the union contract being expanded from 8 paid holidays 

days to 10 paid holidays. Chief explained that having an officer out on military leave 

added to additional overtime, especially when shifts needed to be covered.  

 

Catherine Brooks stated that she believed the cost to have an independent review of the 

Vergennes police services should be built into the FY2022 budget. Building that into the 

budget would show the commitment from the City. Manager Ron Redmond acknowl-

edged her request.  

 

 ii. Administration (Time Stamp 1:13:00).  

Manager Ron Redmond reviewed the administration revenue and budget. Manager Red-

mond noted that the City hired a full-time administrative assistant and noted that there 

were several staffing changes among administration staff leading to higher costs in 

FY2021. Alderman Mel Hawley raised concerns over the Lister Stipend/Admin budget 

line and the Appraisal Consultant Fee budget line, noting that he believed the assessor’s 

wages were being incorrectly expensed to Lister Stipend/Admin line. Alderman Hawley 

also noted that the appraisal consultant was projected to need 30 hours to complete her 

work and it seems that she has gone way over the hours that were originally presented to 

the Council. Manager Redmond stated that he would review those budget lines and make 

adjustments as needed.  

 

Manager Ron Redmond noted additional attorney/legal fees built into the budget for 

FY2022 for anticipated extra costs for negotiating city boundaries and facilitating the 

City Charter update.  

 

f. Request to Approve State of VT, Dept of Housing and Community Development 

Grant Agreement Resolution, Vergennes 07110-IG-2020-Vergennes C-32 Budget, to 



 

enable City staff to close out $9,300 grant awarded to Boys & Girls Club of Greater 

Vergennes (Time Stamp 1:21:00).  

Manager Ron Redmond explained that the City acted as a passthrough for the CARES 

Act money on behalf of the Boys and Girls Club of Greater Vergennes.  The grant needs 

to be closed out so that the Boys and Girls Club can access the grant funds. A motion was 

made by Ian Huizenga, seconded by Susan Rakowski to approve the State of VT, Dept of 

Housing and Community Development Grant Agreement Resolution, Vergennes 07110-

IG-2020-Vergennes C-32 Budget, to enable City staff to close out $9,300 grant awarded 

to Boys & Girls Club of Greater Vergennes. VOTE – All members voted in favor.  

 

g. Bixby Gala Liquor License Permit for June 18, 2021. 

A motion was made by Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon, seconded by Alderwoman Susan 

Rakowski, to approve the liquor license permit for the Bixby Library Gala to be held June 

18, 2021. VOTE – All members voted in favor.  

 

h. Poultry Ordinance Update.  

Alderwoman Jill Murray-Killon stated that she and Alderman David Austin will be hold-

ing another community forum regarding the banning of roosters in the city. The commu-

nity forum has not yet been scheduled.  

 

5. Manager’s Report (Time Stamp 1:26:00)  

Manager Ron Redmond noted that he appreciates the comments around the budget and en-

couraged people to reach out via phone or email to provide additional input. Manager Red-

mond explained that Vergennes has been invited to make a pitch to the congressional appro-

priation for additional funding for the sewer facility upgrade. Manager Redmond said that all 

avenues of funding are being pursued but a bond vote will likely still be required. Construc-

tion is projected to occur within 3-5 years. 

 

Zoning Administrator Peter Garon stated that the Zoning Regulations will be forwarded to 

the Council and public hearings will be held at the regularly scheduled Council meeting on 

July 13 and August 10 at 7 p.m.  

 

6. Mayor’s Report (Time Stamp 1:30:00)  

Deputy Mayor Dickie Austin thanked everyone for attending.  

  

7. Adjournment  

A motion was made by Alderman Ian Huizenga, seconded by Alderwoman Jill Murray-Kil-

lon, to adjourn the meeting. VOTE- All members voted in favor.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:33 p.m.   

 

Minutes respectfully submitted by: 

Britney Aube, Vergennes City Clerk  


